Cervico-thoracic vertebral osteomyelitis in 14 calves.
Fourteen cases of cervico-thoracic (C-T) vertebral osteomyelitis in calves were investigated over a 6 year period. The onset of clinical signs was between 2 and 9 weeks of age. There was no breed or sex predisposition. The clinical history prior to referral extended from 5 days to 8 weeks (mean 20 days). The most common clinical presentation was difficulty in rising with a tendency to knuckle or kneel on the forelimbs which displayed hypotonia and hyporeflexia. In over half the cases pain could be elicited on manipulation of the neck. The lesion in all cases involved one or more of the vertebrae from C6 to T1. The diagnosis was confirmed by radiology and/or at post mortem. Four animals were discharged after treatment, 10 animals were humanely destroyed. Salmonella dublin was isolated from the vertebral lesion in eight of the 10 calves at post mortem.